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I missed it! I was so disappointed to miss the Stop 
Hunger Now meal packaging event at Saint Andrew 
last October, when 70 people of all ages gathered in 
our fellowship hall to pack 10,368 meals for the 
hungry. The Service Committee took a step of faith, 
committing finances and goodwill to sponsor that 
event—the first time ever—and wondered who 
might show up. I was out of town that weekend but, 
thankfully, the response was fanta-bulous. 
 
I believe the churches of Lynchburg are full of 
people who want to help others. We know it is our 
Christian duty and we enjoy doing for others, so we 
are desperate to find a need we can actually address. 
Of all the potential needs we might address, the 
desire to eliminate hunger is nearly universal. 
Regardless of one’s theological or political 
perspective, the thought of another person going 
hungry is more than most of us can face. We want to, 
and should, do all we can to eliminate hunger 
wherever it occurs. 
 
Throughout the Scripture we see that God has a 
special concern for the poor. He appears biased in 
favor of those who are hungry. The offenses God 
charges against the people of ancient Israel include 
neglecting the poor. Jesus makes it a point to share 
his message and spend his time with the poor, and 
his well-known parable of the sheep and the goats 
threatens painful judgment upon all those who fail to 
feed the hungry. The early church, in addition to 
collecting money to relieve a famine, creates special 
leaders whom they called “deacons” and charges 
them with ministries of mercy which, no doubt, 
include caring for the poor. Feeding the hungry is a 
goal that we must embrace if we call ourselves 
“followers of Christ.” 
 
In a college philosophy class I learned that there is 
enough food in the world to feed every person alive 
today. The idea that there’s a shortage of food is a 
myth—the myth of scarcity. There is enough, but it’s 
not always in the right place at the right time, so 
people are still starving, even in the 21st century. 
 
At the start of 2017 Stop Hunger Now changed its 
name to Rise Against Hunger, but their goal remains 

the same: to eliminate hunger in our lifetime. And 
we at Saint Andrew want to participate in meeting 
that goal. The Service Committee of our deacons is 
sponsoring another meal packaging event this month. 
Rise Against Hunger can provide a nutritious meal 
for someone in need for only 29¢, and we will help 
them do it. Using money from our church budget and 
YOUR VOLUNTEER HELP, we will pack and box 
several thousand meals for distribution to the hungry. 
 
In 2016 Rise Against Hunger provided 1,040,351 
meals around the world. In 2017 they have already 
provided help to hurricane victims in St. Maarten, 
Haiti, and the Dominican Republic. They’ve served 
meals to volunteers in Florida, given food to the 
people of Sierra Leone (where mudslides killed over 
1,000), and aided 600 families in Nepal who were 
affected by monsoons. 
 
In the last year, our church has stepped up our 
volunteerism at Daily Bread and the Salvation Army, 
hoping that YOU will give your time to help feed 
others. And now we need your help again by packing 
food for “the least of these” (Matthew 25:31-46). I 
can’t wait because this year, I’ll be there! 
 
With you in following the Master, 

 
 
 
 

Pastor David Etheridge 



 

 

PRAYER CLOSET 
 
British pastor William Sangster (1900-1960) included this in his discussion of some common obstacles to 
prayer: 
 
Too much stress upon speaking is the final common obstacle that we shall mention. People unpractised in 
prayer suppose that no prayer is being offered unless they are talking all the time. They seem to know nothing 
of dumb adoration, or the silent rapture of gazing on those glorious scars. 
 
Augustine said that our prayers ought to contain not "multa locutio" but "multa precatio"— "not much 
speaking, but much prayer." The method of prayer taught by Studdert Kennedy was largely wordless. It 
depended on lifting pictures, by a devout imagination, from the Gospels and gazing and gazing on them. No 
one who has practised it will deny its power. To join the company in the upper room and have one's feet 
washed by Jesus is an awesome experience, blasting the pride in our soul as by a great 
explosive. 
 
There are times when speech is easy, and when one can pour out the heart to God in a 
torrent of words, with all the natural simplicity of a child talking to his father, but never let 
it be thought that prayer is only for the fluent. God forbid! The most inarticulate can pray. 
When grief, or disappointment, or sin strikes one dumb, devotion does not end. There is 
still the upward look. Even when one weeps it is one thing to weep to oneself and another 
to weep to Christ. 

RISE AGAINST HUNGER 
Saturday October 14th - Rise Against Hunger. 
This event is 10 til noon followed by Pizza ! 

 
Volunteers are needed to help put together meal packets to feed 
the hungry.  NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY.    

Sun.,  Oct. 1st, 17th Sun. after Pentecost 
Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16; Philippians 2:1-13; 
Matthew 21:23-32. 
 
Sun.,  Oct. 8th, 18th Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20; Psalm 19;  Philippians 3:4b-
14; Matthew 21:33-46. 
 
Sun.,  Oct. 15th, 19th Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 32:1-4; Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23; Philippians 4:1-9;  
Matthew 22:1-14. 

Sun.,  Oct. 22nd, 20th Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 33:12-23; Psalm 99; Thessalonians 1:1-10; 
Matthew 22:15-22. 
 
Sun.,  Oct. 29th, 21st Sunday after Pentecost 
Deuteronomy  34:1-12; Psalm 90:1-6, 
13-17; Thessalonians 2:1-8; Matthew 
22:34-46. 

OCTOBER LECTIONARY 



 

 

OCTOBER IS PASTOR APPRECIATION MONTH! 
 
Pastor Appreciation Month is a special time to honor our Pastors and Pastoral families for the hard work, 
sacrificial dedication and multiple blessings they provide.   Why have Pastor Appreciation Month?  The nature 
of the service provided by Pastors and their families is unique.  God has entrusted to them one of the most 
precious of assignments-the spiritual well-being of His Flock.  When a Pastor becomes ineffective, the very 
souls of his or her parishioners are endangered.  Often Pastors and their families feel isolated and burnt out and 
wonder if what they are doing is making a difference.  But a Pastor that is appreciated by his congregation is a 
Pastor that can press forward confidently knowing that his people are with him.  A loved Pastor, or better yet, a 
Pastor who knows he is loved, is constantly encouraged, filled with excitement, optimism and courage.  A 
Pastor that is appreciated knows that he is not carrying the burdens of ministry alone.  Take the time this 
month to show Pastor David and Pastor Dave how much you appreciate all of their gifts to our church.  A 
simple card or note, baked items, extra hug on Sunday or small treat are just examples of ways to express our 
gratitude for their tireless efforts on our behalf.  If you don’t get around to it this month, do it next month!  It is 
important to remember that appreciation, affirmation and prayer support of our Pastors is appropriate and 
needed throughout the entire year. 
 
I Thessalonians 5: 12-13: “And now, friends, we ask you to honor those 
leaders who work so hard for you, who have been given the responsibility of 
urging and guiding you along in your obedience.  Overwhelm them with 
appreciation and love.” (The Message) 

This year’s Vacation Bible School, Maker Fun Factory, 
emphasized the point that every child is lovingly crafted 
and uniquely created by God. In order to stress that to 
them, we collected an offering to benefit RUSH Homes 
in Lynchburg. RUSH Homes provides affordable housing 
to those with disabilities, who are lovingly crafted and 
uniquely created by God. The children and their parents 
contributed $323 for this worthy cause. 

PUAH CIRCLE 
 

Muriel Hunter and Ann Cook are 
hosting our Oct. meeting at the Hunter 
Home.  We will meet on Oct. 11th @ 
12:30.  Please watch the YouTube video 
What a New Christianity for a New 
World will Contain by Spong and be 
prepared to discuss it.  Lunch will be 
provided.  Hope to see you all there. 

GRACE CIRCLE 
 

Grace Circle will meet again each month 
on the 3rd Thursday, beginning on Oct. 
19th.  Interested women please come to the 
Youth Room on Oct. 19th at 10 a.m.   We 
would love to have you! 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
 

Saint Andrew Preschool is seeking a qualified lead teacher for 3 year 
olds for our Tues. and Thurs. classes.  Please contact Erin Kane, 
Director, if you are interested or know someone who is: 
Erin@sapclynchburg.org or call the church office, 239-2788. 



 

 

We express our appreciation to the following individuals: 

• To Myra Beeker and Phyllis Fulton for replenishing our pews with inserts and SHARP 
pencils; 

• To our pastors for their time and effort in entertaining us with their memorable “Dave’s 
Garage” skit; and to Sam Miller, Kayli Birnschein, Jillian Jurkow, and Sarah Lynn Loucks 
for their fine acting skills! 

• To Esther Hammond for painting baseboards in one of the Sunday School classes; 

• To John Concklin for volunteering and helping with the mowing; 

• To Karen Shuman, Diann Arthur and the Fellowship Committee for coordinating and hosting the Pastor 
Appreciation Dinner; to Janet Hopper for the table decorations; 

• To dancers: Meryl Lee Sawyer, Darlene Etheridge and Janie Vaughan for sharing their talents in tap dancing and 
clogging for the Pastor Appreciation Dinner; 

• To Donna Templeton for coordinating a lovely Women’s Birthday Dinner; 

• To all who contributed (and continue to contribute) to our Presbyterian Disaster funds for the recent hurricanes; 

• To Norm Hopper for weeding flower beds and fixing stall door in Men’s room; 

• To September Office volunteers:  Nancy vonGemmingen, Nancy Broman, George Broman and Janet Hopper; 

• To Vic Fleet and Dallas Scott for fixing women’s restroom door, and kitchen garbage disposal. 

APPRECIATION & THANK-YOU’s  

Dear Church Family, 
What a special week I had!   On Monday I came in to a 
decorated office, complete with balloons, hanging placards, 
lights, streamers, etc.!   On Tuesday, I was treated to a 
delicious breakfast.  On Wednesday, I received a gift basket 
with gift cards, treats, and some very thoughtful gifts; on 
Thursday, the grand finale, I was greeted by many of you and 
enjoyed a pot luck luncheon in the fellowship hall where we 
celebrated my anniversary of 25 years at Saint Andrew.  To 
all of you who planned, decorated, cooked, set up, cleaned up 
and came to lunch; for all of the beautiful cards, phone calls, 
gifts, and sentiments, I thank you from the bottom of my 
heart.  You, each one, are the reason I love 
coming to Saint Andrew each day.  Thank you 
for your love. 
 Sincerely, 
 Frieda 
 
P.S.   Each day was, indeed, a surprise! 

THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
COMMITTEE SEEKS ....Volunteers to 
help in the Nursery during the 9 a.m. and 
11a.m. services. A critical need is for the 
"older nursery" (ages 3 - 5) for the FIRST 
SUNDAY of each month.  Other times 
would also be appreciated. Please call or 
email Betsy Smith ...C 841-7434  H 525-
2845betsybsmith@gmail.com 

Did You Know?  
 

Two Saint Andrew members competed in the Buchanan,Va. Triathalon.  
The event included a 2 mile run, 13mile bike ride and a 5 mile kayak event   Congratulations to Wendy Moon 
who placed 3rd overall woman and to Rebecca Carroll who placed 2nd in her age group.  Way to go ladies! 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=thank+you+clip+art&view=detailv2&&id=88EDAF3C4A62DC8CDB77982FD77BE9BDA258CCB2&selectedIndex=54&ccid=YXaqcOVZ&simid=608044972472731920&thid=OIP.YXaqcOVZ633e9BzATaaJDgEsDT
mailto:betsybsmith@gmail.com


 

 

SAPC Youth Group! 
 

Upcoming Youth Schedule: 
October 5 - Youth Lock In @ SAPC, 6 p.m. - 12 a.m. 
October 8 - Evening Youth Group, 5-7 @ SAPC 
October 15 - Evening Youth Group, 5-7 @ SAPC 
October 22 - Evening Youth Group, 5-7 @ SAPC 

UPCOMING YOUTH RETREATS 
 

Retreats can be a powerful experience for teenagers, pulling them out of the too-busy rhythms of everyday 
life, and connecting them with God and their peers in renewing relationships. Please make sure these dates 
are on your calendar so your Jr. or Sr. High student has the opportunity to participate this semester! 
 
Middle School Presbytery Retreat - October 27-28 @ Camp Bethel. This is a fun, high-energy overnighter 
with about 150 students from all over the Peaks Presbytery. The theme is "Thank God" and the keynoter is 
Rev. Peter Thompson from FPC Lynchburg.  
 
High School Montreat Retreat - November 17-19 @ Montreat. This will be a low-cost, low-key weekend 
away for our Saint Andrew Sr. Highers. We will stay rent-free at Pastor Dave’s mom's home near the Mon-
treat Conference Center, making time to study Scripture, build relationships, and enjoy God's creation togeth-
er. Cost is dependent on group size, but we are aiming in the $50 range. Register with Pastor Dave by Octo-
ber 8th! 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 
 

Serving Meals at  
Salvation Army 

 

We need at last 4 volunteers to serve a meal at the Salvation Army from 4:30-6:30 p.m., on Sat., Nov. 11th.   
Our next date is Sat., Dec. 9th.  Please sign up in the Commons.    
 

Serving Meals At Daily Bread 
 

We will be serving meals at Daily Bread on Clay Street on October 28th.  Please sign up in the Commons 



 

 

Reformation Sunday is October 29 
 

The last Sunday of October (Reformation Sunday) is always an occasion to remember the Protestant 
Reformation, a central event in our history as a church. But this year is also the 500th anniversary of Martin 
Luther nailing his “95 Theses” to the door of the church in Wittenberg, Germany, which set the whole thing 
into motion. This is all the excuse we need to have a celebration and refresh our memories about the 
significance of these events in defining many of the theological pillars of our church tradition. 
 
On October 29, in the morning and evening, we’ll explore these questions: 
 

Why is lay leadership so important to us? 
Why is the pulpit so prominent in our sanctuary? 
Why is education such a big deal to Presbyterians? 
Why isn’t our sanctuary as fancy as many other churches? 
Why do we speak so often about “salvation by grace through faith?” 

 
 

CHURCH SUPPER 
October 29 at 6 P.M. 

 

After a pot luck supper at 6 p.m., we’ll watch an excellent presentation put together by travel expert Rick 
Steves called “Luther and the Reformation.” This 50-minute film features phenomenal scenery and art, filmed 
in Europe, along with Steves’ insightful summary of Luther’s influence on the Renaissance and Western 
culture. The evening will be casual, comfortable, informative, and inspiring. Bring a dish and enjoy the 
fellowship or, if you can’t come for the meal, join us in the fellowship hall at 6:30 p.m. for the film. 

FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE REQUEST 
 

The Fellowship Committee is seeking objects from Scotland and/or crosses to be used 
as center pieces and decorations for the Reformation Sunday fellowship dinner, sched-
uled for Oct. 29th.   If you have items we can borrow, please label them with your con-
tact information and bring them to the church on a Sunday.   Leave them on the table in 
front of the bulletin board or contact Diann Arthur, 434-534-9170   
 
 
 

CONNECT! beginning on 10/11 @ 5:00.  
 
If you are interested in registering your child, K through 5th grade, please 
contact Beth Groover @ 665-1548 or gardenmom9@gmail.com for more 
information.  We are still looking for several groups to help provide a meal for 
one of our Wednesday night gatherings. If your small group or a group of 
friends is willing to support this ministry by providing a meal, please contact 
either Betsy Smith or Beth Groover for the schedule. 

mailto:gardenmom9@gmail.com


 

 

COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS 

WESTMINSTER CANTERBURY FALL BAZAAR,  
WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 18 10:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.,  

COMMONS & Bridge third floor 
 

DOOR PRIZES - TICKETS $1.00 
HAND MADE CRAFTS AND GOODIES  
SILENT AUCTION 10:00 A.M. 
COFFEE AND DOUGHNUTS 9:00 A.M. 
PROCEEDS FOR PAYNE FAMILY EMPLOYEE EDUCATION FUND 

23rd ANNUAL CRAFT/ARTS SHOW  
Sponsored by Campbell County Rescue Squad Auxiliary 

Saturday, NOVEMBER 11, 2017      from  8 AM – 2 PM  
 

HELD INSIDE  at the Campbell County Rescue Squad Building  
Located at 155 Rainbow Forest Drive, Lynchburg  
Lots of handmade crafts and more ! 
Auxiliary selling concessions of breakfast biscuits, hot dogs, baked goods. 
Blood pressure checks will be done. 
 
Thanks in advance for your support of this annual fundraiser.  
Interested crafters or for more info, call 434-525-3838 or 942-5958 or 
email: porte@gmail.com 

tel:(434)%20525-3838
mailto:dsporte@gmail.com

